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Iragi WMD

Thank you for your letter of 1s May, outlining
Progress in uncovering hard evidence of Iraqgi Prohibited
weapons programmes. You asked for our views on media
handling.

1 agree that we have pro-actively to confront some of
the negative media about the lack of Iragi WMD, and work teo
€nsure that some of the evidence that ig coming to light
finds its way into the public domain. Or, as you say, the
media will remain camped on the position of No evidence, No
justification. 1In the absence of independent validation of

calition WMD finds, the media are playing a Crucial role
tting public opinion. Having an effective media
egy, agreed inter~departmently, will help address

I understand that this wider issue 1is being

ssed under MoD leadership.
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The idea of working with the RRBC Panorama programme on
lragi WMD, seems an excellent way to take the strategy
forward in the short térm. Providing background briefin
and unobtrusively helping point the Programme makers in
right direction

!
help bring to light some of the hard evidence that is being
uncovered. It will be’important to ensure that Panocrams
maintains its overall independence, and that we play a
suppcrting, not a leading, role in directing the Programme .
However, we should not regard this as an exclusive for
Panorama. One programme, by itself, will not persuade a

sceptical audience. Rather, we should work with a range of
journalists tc ensure that the message comes across clearly
and coherently
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