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TRAQ: THE SEARCH FOR wMD AND THE CASE FOR THE WAR Zjl

1. 1 am very worried that, inexorabkly, ¥e are being pushed
into a position where wWe accept that the war wiil only have
been justified if a cignificant wMp find is made. This 18
exactly the place where our opponents, at home and aproad, and
the media want us. we should net ¢° there.

5. The military action was justified tne day we took it, on
the grounds that:-

(1) the saddam regime had had cnemical and piological
systems - W& know that for sure;

(ii) it had failed to meet & mountain of UN obligationsi

(1ii) a huge number of guestions apout its WMD postion and
capabilities remained unanswered (Blix’s 173 page ceport), and
Iraqg simply refused to cooperate properly, raising entirely
legitimate jessues in the minds of most menbers of the cecurity

council that they nad a lot te hide.

4. However, I remain sceptical that physical evidence of WMD
will be found:-

(1) saddam had every motive, and months of notice pefore
the fall of paghdad, to aestroy all WMD evidenceé; so did hils
~pllaborators;

tix) remarkably little circumstantial evidence has SO far
peen forthcomind;

(iiil) the expectations from the intelligence have always
peen greater than the product, so far,

(iv) I was struck by General Franks’ cauticon on tnis when

I saw him (Powell has peen dubious about finds going pack to
last summer and I think this reflects a wider view 10 the US
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{(v) your point that our experience in Northern ireland
with PIRA ShoOWS that large arme caches can be concealed_for
years, even with thousands of highly professional security

forces searching £Or the dumps.

4, Yes, ve did take pilitary action in order to disarm Iraq
of its WMD. But 1f it turns out that under the pressure of the
US/UK military puild up, he disarmed ninself., SO be it.

5. Of course T understand exquisitely that pupl;c _
appreciation across the world of why vwe took military action
will be enhanced, to say the least, if there are good finds.

But if we carry on saying confidently that the material is
there for the finding, and have 1000 men doing nothing but
search for the next six months, and still nothing 1S found,
what then? Knowing that it was there is not the same as

knowing it is there.

6. Our opponents nave a further motive for making this the
sole object of the war, which is to move the spctliqht away
from the obvious success of the military action, when thev

were banking cn us being bogged down for weeks Of ferocious
£ ighting by forces who were true to chirac’'s claim

rto you) that "the Iragis love gaddam” -

7. However, if we can not point to significant WMp finds, 1t
pecomes all the more important that we can point out that
post-war irag 1s a far better place than saddam’s Irad. when
Baghdad first fell we could do this. Now the story from
paghdad 1S not good. pecause this all looks SO different from
the other side of the atlantic (where the picture is a much
simpler and more triumphalist one) 1 anm wondering whether the
whole US agministration really appreciates the imperative of
getting the water and power pack on, the hospitals fully
working and sc on- I will call you to discuss all this.

Jack Straw
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