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SITUATIQN sN'- BASRA AS AT 01 APRIL 2003
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Al Hassia;'l al-Maijid continues to be the dominating figure in Basra.

_ Some senior party members who have failed to show the
nece'sﬂsgg determination to defend the regime have been executed. We
suspectthat more junior figures within the Ba’ath system are following this
example and executing at will in order to demonstrate their loyalty

Security _St é:tures and Tactics

Coalitiog air strikes are degrading Ba’'ath and security forces grip on the city.
The destruction of the Ba'ath headquarters has driven security forces to set
up in?{sc}a ols, sports clubs and municipal facilities. Continued air strikes,
combined with UK fighting patrols into the city, are forcing the security forces
to disperse off the streets. However, checkpoints continue to be manned in

subu sil-@wwn to be anti-regime. Reinforcements arrive along Highway 6 — M A‘"_*'(
et
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there appears to be large numbers of Fedayeed and possibly Republican _ - e ;
Guard tﬁye!iing in civilian clothes using civilian transport. The coalition has 5%

4 ) . . 2 .t. th-s' :
left o:je fidge open in the north and the regime is exploiting thi s g

" | . .
There afe significant number of troops still in the city (there are no coherent e A
figures but estimated over 3000) as well as tanks. However, armoured forces

are being destroyed as the regime counter-attacks into the Al-Faw peninsula.

The military has attempted to reinforce; however, 16 Air Assault Brigade have

destroyed an armoured column (estimated as 17 T-55s from 6 Armd Div)

movi% info the city from the north.



Local Ponﬂfagén

idesertion rates within Basra

are assegsed to be high. Some members of the RA have attacked Ba'ath
officials. Y '

.— ) UK forces have been approached
by a menﬂ.‘);gr of the RA who stated that element iof the RA will conduct
attacks on regime forces once the coalition moves to take the city.
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However, as families leave, elements of the male population seems to be
feeling m S confident to challenge the regime. As coalition attacks on the

regime areg| creasingly successful, anti-regime sentiments are getting
stronger, . !

There afe E-if‘ﬁculties with supporting anti-regime forces. One problem that has
been idemgi d is that the coalition will not be able to differentiate between ;

resistance! ighters and regime security forces — both are in civilian clothing
and carrying weapons.

Food and ﬁssler is in short supply: there is one report that states that the
regime mag_ have deliberately sabotaged water supplies into the city. UK

efforts to as sgst outside Basra are appreciated, although there have been
chaotic scenes.

UK o;::erata'c'shs-f\@ithin Basra
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UK armogred forces have entered the city at night, including a raid conducted
by 7 Armg ?&g into Sa’ad Square. There are strong indications that th_ls
aggressive posture by UK forces is undermining the confidence of regime
figures wi’mifp the city.
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